
ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: CI4H-2010-0040 HLC DATE: November 15, 2010
PC DATE: February 22, 2011

APPLICANT: Raul Aguallo Hernandez, owner

HISTORIC NAME: Paulson-Sing House

WATERSHED: Lady Bird Lake

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 1705 Willow Street

ZONING FROM: SF3NP to SF3HNP

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff cannot provide a positive
recommendation regarding the proposed zoning change from family residence —

neighborhood plan (SF3NP) combining district to family residence — Historic Landmark —

neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district zoning because the test for ‘historic
designation is not met: the house has its significance with associations with the Sing
family only from 1982 to the present.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION:
The ca. 1930 Paulson-Sing House is a fairly common type of frame bungalow, which was
owned and occupied by Axel Paulson, a Swedish-born cabinetmaker for the Calcasieu
Lumber Company, and his wife, Esther, from around 1930 until their deaths. After a short
period of the house being a rental unit, it was purchased by Margaret Sing in the 1980s.
She was the daughter of Joe Sing (Hong Lee), who operated a Chinese laundry in Austin
until his death in 1927, and which was later carried on by his widow, Frances for another
20-some odd years. Staff does not believe that the house has the requisite architectural or
historical significance for individual designation as a historic landmark, and therefore
cannot offer a positive recommendation for designation. This opinion, however, has
absolutely no reflection on the importance of the Sing family to the history and culture of
Austin, and to Asian-American or Latin American significance in the cultural makeup of
the city, but only with the fact that the Sing family has owned this house only in the last 25
years, which is not within the historic period for consideration. Staff is well cognizant of
the prejudices which prevented the Sing family from owning property in Austin during the
early- and mid-twentieth century and the great stride that Margaret Sing made in the
purchase of this house in the 1980s, but the Sing family lived for over 40 years (1940s —

1980s) in a house which still stands at 603 Medina Street in East Austin, and which staff
believes has a greater context in the history of the family and the cultural history of the
city.

The house recently received a subject marker from the Texas Historical Commission
regarding the Sing family. The text of the marker is attached.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning
change from family residence-neighborhood plan (SF3NP) combining district to family
residence-historic landmark-neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district zoning
based upon the architecture and historical associations of the house. Vote: 6-0 (Myers
absent).



PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning change from
family residence-neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP) combining district to family residence-
historic landmark-neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district zoning. Vote: 8-0
(Reddy off-dais) -

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive
Cultural Resources Survey (1984) and is not listed in the East Austin Survey (1978).

CITY COUNCIL DATE: March 10, 2011 ACTION:

ORDINANCE READINGS: 1sT 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:

CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: East Cesar Chavez Neighborhood Association.

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:
Architectur&
One-story rectangular-plan front-gabled frame bungalow with 1:1 fenestration and a full-
width inset porch; round-arched doorway.

Historical Associations:
The house was built in 1930; Clement C. McCullough, a carpenter who was livmg at 2103 E.
2nd Street, is listed as the owner on applicatrnns for water and sewer service dating from 1930.
He does not appear in city directories to have lived in the house. The house was bui]t on the
site of an earlier house which is shown on the 1922 Sanborn map; the current house is shown
on the 1935 map.

The first known occupants of the house were Noel R. Neal, a machinist, and his wife Pearl, who
rented the house in 1930-3 1. By 1932, AxelS. Paulson and his wife Esther had moved into the
house. The 1930 U.s. Census shows Axel and Esther Paulson living at 2409 E. Pt Street, a
house they rented. He was then 40 years old and had been born in Sweden. He is listed as a
cabinet niaker for a sash and door factory. Esther Paulson was then 33 years old and had been
born in Texas to Swedish-born parents. They had two children: Elmer, 13, and Gladys, 8. City
directories show that Axel Paulson was working as a cabinetmaker for the Van C. Kelly
Lumber Company, and later for Calcasieu Lumber Company. Axel and Esther Paulson owned
and lived in this house until they passed away; he died in 1961; she died in 1980. After
Esther’s death, the house became a rental unit for a short period of time, then was purchased
by Margaret Sing.

Margaret Sing was the daughter of Joe Sing (Hong Lee), who had emigrated from his native
China to the United States, and opened a Chinese laundry in Austin, after having lived in
Boston and New Orleans. Around the turn of the 20th century, Sing had his laundry in the
Bosche Building at 804 Congress Avenue; this building was a laundry building operated by
Philip Bosche, who had established the first steam laundry ‘vest of the Mississippi (the
building is a designated historic landmark). Sing then located his laundry at 113 E. 8th Street.
The 1900 Sanborn map of downtown Austin shows a one-story building that was likely an older
house given its wing-and-gable and front porch configuration, noted as a Chinese laundry. It is
unclear whether Joe Sing had his laundry in this building in 1900; he does not appear in the
Austin city directories before 1903-04. although there was a Hong Wah who operated a Chinese
laundry at 806 Congress Avenue listed in the 1900-01 directory.

Joe Sing married Francisca Moreno in Austin, and together they raised their family, operating
a laundry and living on the laundry premises for many years- They moved from E. 8th Street to
E. 10th Street in the early 1920s, then to 311 W. 5th Street by 1927. Unfortunately, at the W.



5th Street location, tragedy struck when Joe Sing was hit by a car at 5th and Lavaca Streets.
The driver was never apprehended, and Joe died of his injuries at the end of November, 1927.
Frances took over the laundry business, remaining at 311W. 5th Street until the early 1930s,
when she moved to 207 E, 7t Street. She continued to operate the laundry business, and
several of her children joined in the family enterprise. By the early 1940s, however. it appears
that the family laundry had folded, so to speak. Frances does not list an occupation in city
directories after 1939, and Margaret. the daughter who later purchased this house on Willow
Street, was employed by the Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company. At the same time
that they discontinued their family laundry business, the Sings moved to a house at 603
Medina Street in East Austin, where they lived until the early 1980s. The family faced
continued prejudice from their racial backgrounds, and were never able to purchase real estate
on their own, until Margaret. in her retirement, purchased this Willow Street house. Her
brother Joe, who had gone to work as a tool manufacturer, and his wife Mauricia, moved into
this house with Margaret in the mid-1980s. Joe Sing. Jr. passed away in 1984; Margaret Sing
passed away iii 2007. The Willow Street house s now owned by Margaret’s nephew, Haul
Hernandez.

PARCEL No.: 02020708030000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 3, Block 4, Outlot 36, Division 0, Riverside Addition, minus
the northeast 6.46 triangle.

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $1,147 (owner-occupied; no participation from
AISD or ACC) city portion: $574.

APPRAISED VALUE: $181,198.

PRESENT USE: Residence

CONDITION: Excellent

PRESENT OWNER:
Raul Aguallo Hernandez
1705 Willow Street
Austin, Texas 78702

DATE BUILT: ca. 1930

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: Non-historic metal porch railings and posts; the metal
railings and posts were on the house when Margaret Sing purchased the house.

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Axel and Esther Paulson

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS; The house has recently (October, 2010) received
a subject marker from the Texas Historical Commission relating to the Sing family, who
purchased the house in the mid-1980s. The story of the current owner discovering a virtual
treasure trove of historical items dating from this grandfather, Joe Sing, and the lives of
Asian-Americans in Austin was the subject of a recent feature in the Austin American
Statesman -
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1705 Willow Street
ca. 1930
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1705 Willow Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
November, 2010

2005

1997

1992

1985-86

1981

1978

1975

Margaret Sing
No occupation listed

Margaret Sing
No occupation listed

Margaret Sing
Retired

Joe M. Sing, renter
Retired
Also listed are Joe J. Sing, employed by the University of Texas; Margaret Sing,
retired; and Monica Sing, retired.

Jesse and Eva G. Arzola, renters
Carpet layer
NOTE: The directory indicates that Jesse and Eva Arzola were new residents at
this address.

Esther M. Paulson, owner
No occupation listed

Esther M. Paulson, owner
Widow, Axel S. Paulson
No occupation listed

F.

I —

- -

t

I



1912 Esther M. Paulson, owner
Widow, Axel S. Paulson
No occupation listed

1969 Esther M. Paulson, owner
Widow, Axel S. Paulson
No occupation listed

1964 Esther M. Paulson, owner
Widow, Axel S. Paulson
No occupation listed

1960 Axel S. and Esther Paulson, owners
Millman, Calcasieu Lumber Company

1957 Axel S. and Esther Paulson, owners
Miliman, Calcasieu Lumber Company

1953 Axel S. and Esther Paulson, owners
Cabinet maker, Calcasieu Lumber Company

1949 Axel S. and Esther Paulson, owners
Cabinet maker (no place of employment listed)

1947 Axel S. and Esther Paulson, owners
Cabinet maker (no place of employment listed)

1944-45 Axel S. and Esther Paulson, owners
Cabinet maker, Calcasieu Lumber Company

1942 Axel S. and Esther Paulson, owners
MilIman, Calcasieu Lumber Company
Also listed is Gladys Paulson, no occupation stated.

1939 Axel S. and Esther Paulson, owners
Cabinet maker, Calcasieu Lumber Company
Also listed are Elmer A. Paulson, a helper at Calcasieu Lumber Company, and
Gladys Paulson, a student.

1937 Axel S. and Esther Paulson, owners
Cabinet maker, Calcasieu Lumber Company
Also listed is Elmer Paulson, a woodworker at the East Avenue Mill, 401 East
Avenue.

1935 Axel S. and Esther Paulson, owners
Mechanic, Van C. Kelly Lumber Company, 2200 E. 6tF Street.

1932-33 Axel S. and Esther Paulson, owners
Carpenter (no place of employment listed)
Also listed are Noel R. and Pearl Neal, renters; Noel R. Neal had no occupation
listed.

1930-31 Vacant
Noel R. and Pearl Neal are listed at this address; he was a machinist.
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Obituary of Axel S. Paulson
Austin American, July 19, 1961
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Funeral notice for Esther Paulson
Austin American-Statesman, January 20, 1980



• Man Is Seriously Iniured
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News story of the hit-and-run accident involving Hong Lee (Joe Sing)
Austin American, November 29, 1927
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MRS. FRANCES M. SING

Mrs. Frances Moreno Sing, 603
Medina Street, died in a local bow

i pital Satury. She was born and
reared In Travis (bwity and was
a member of Our Lady of Guada

-

lupe Catholic (lurch. Survivors
are four daughters, Miss Mar-

- garet Sing, Mrs. Frances Hueal— ‘

2 lo, Miss Roberta T. Laguna. all
of Austin, and Mrs. Ruby Ruiz of
Del---Un ‘le;—three ‘ain - —

aM Litagwiflth otAtstin, di
and-JesSe Itguna 14

t Ca]iL; a bmther, John Snjnin of
Waco; S grandchildren and i’M

1 great-grandchildren. S
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‘ at 8:30 pm. at the CYmk Funeral H
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(ered Wednesday at Our Lady of ei

Guadalupe Catholic (lurch with
Rev, Antonio Gonzales, OMt, of
&Iating, Thirial ‘1l be in Oak-

1(j wood Cemetery under the three-

; tion of the Cook Funeral Home.
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Marniel YUle a&Jr. and aiim C

Mon4es, all nephews “of the de
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Obituary of Frances Sing (widow of Joe Sing — Hong Lee)
Ausfin Statesman, December 31, 1962
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Obituary of Joe Sing, Jr.
Austin American-Statesman

March 9, 1984

NOTE: Utility permits indicate that the house was built in 1930. There was an earlier house on
this site, shown on the 1922 Sanborn map (below); but it appears that the current house was
built in 1930 by Clement C. McCullough, a carpenter who lived at 2103 E. 2’ Street, and that
the first occupant of the house was Noel R. and Pearl Neal, followed by Axel S. and Esther
Paulson, who lived here until their deaths.
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The 1922 Sanborn map shows the earlier house at 1705 Willow Street.
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The 1935 Sanborn map shows the current house at 1705 Willow Street.
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SING FAMILY HISTORY
The 1903-04 Austin city directory shows the Hong Lee Chinese Laundry located at 804
Congress Avenue, the building formerly the home of the Bosche Laundry, which was the first
steam laundry west of the Mississippi River, and a designated city historic landmark. Hong Lee
(or Joe Sing) does not appear in the 1900-01 city directory, but there is a Hong Wah Chinese
Laundry at 806 Congress Avenue in that directory. Hong Lee does not appear in the 1905 city
directory, but from 1906 through 1922, he is listed either as Hong Lee or Joe Sing, as the
proprietor of a laundry at 113 E. 8!9 Street. City directories prior to 1918 do not list the spouse
of the householder, but Frances Moreno Sing is listed in the 1918 directory and thenceforth.
The Sings lived at 113 E. 81h Street, which was listed in the 1905 city directory as the home of
Tom Kenney, an African-American cook. The Sanborn map of 1900 shows what appears to
have been a one-story wing-and-gable plan house with a front porch, and which is noted as a
“Chinese laundry” but it is not clear the connection between Hong Lee and Tom Kenney, and
whether this business was operated by Hong Lee or someone else.
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the Chinese laundry at 113 E. 8th Street, the
directories from 1906 through 1922.

The 1922 city directory is the first to list Joe Sing — prior directories had shown him as Hong
Lee. The 1922 city directory is also the first to note that the name of his business was the Hong
Lee Laundry.

By 1924, Joe and Frances Sing, as well as the Hong Lee Laundry had moved to 404 E. lO
Street, where they remained only for a few years. The 1927 city directory shows the Hong Lee
Laundry at 311 W. 5°’ Street, where Joe Sing is listed as Hong Lee with his wife Frances. Their
son Joe lived at 1011 W. 5°’ Street and worked as a waiter at the Joe Lung Café. Daughter
Mary lived at 400 Colorado Street and worked at the Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning
Company.

Joe Sing was hit by an unknown driver in November, 1927 and died of his injuries. He was
known well enough in Austin to make the newspaper and his funeral notice was a news story
rather than the family-submitted obituaries common of the day. Frances Sing continued the
laundry business at 311 W. 5th Street, where she continued to live. Joe Jr. was listed in the
1929 city directory as a laundryman for his mother; Maggie and Ruby Sing also lived at 311 W.
5th Street but had no occupations listed in the directory of 1929. By the time of the publication of
the 1930-31 city directory, Joe, Jr., Margaret, and Ruby were all working for their mother at the
laundry on W. 5th Street. Frances Sing maintained the laundry business on W. 5th Street until
around 1934; the 1935 city directory shows her living at 207 E. 7th Street, and she has no
occupation listed in the directory. The directories of 1937 and 1939 show Frances, Joe, Jr.,
Margaret, and Ruby at 207 E. 7th Street, but only Frances is listed with an occupation of having
a laundry. In the early 1940s, the family moved to 603 Medina Street, a house which still
stands, but they had gotten out of the family laundry business. Frances had no occupation
listed in the directories of the early 1 940s, Joe, Jr. was working at the Joe Lung Café, and
Margaret worked for the Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company as a folder. Ruby Sing had
no occupation listed.
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The 1900 Sanborn map shows address of Hong Lee in city
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The house at 603 Medina Street, where the Sing family lived from the early 1940s through the
early 19805

The Sing family maintained their residence at 603 Medina Street from the early 1 940s through
the early 1 980s. Margaret continued her job at the Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company
for many years, then went to work for the Home Steam Laundry. Joe. Jr. was a machine
operator at Hall Level and Manufacturing Company, a tool manufacturer located in the 1100
block of E. 4th Street. He married Mauricia in the early 1950s, and continued to live with his
mother and sister Margaret in the house on Medina Street. Frances Sing passed away in 1962;
Joe, Jr. with his wife Mauricia, and sister Margaret continued to live on Medina Street until the
early 1980s. Joe, Jr. passed away in 1984, but is still shown in the 1985-86 city directory as
living in the house at 1705 Willow Street with his sister Margaret. Margaret Sing continued to
live in the Willow Street house until her death in 2007.
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The Sing Family

I. Context

According to The New handbook ct Fexas, ‘[tjhe Chinese were the first of the

Asian immigrants to come to lexas.”’ Also according to research dune on early Asian

residents in Austin at the Austin history (‘enter. Mr Joe Sing was one of the firt

Chinese men to settle in Austin, Texas, lie was a pioneering Asiaii to set roots in Austin.,

lexas by establishing a laundry business. He Caine from China to financially support his

family due to massive levels of poverty in that country, in hopes of providing better a

quality of life tbr his family. Joe Sing married Frances Moreno who played a key role in

establishing h-long Lee Laundry ,2

Mrs. 1-rances Moreno Sing, wife of Joe Sing. stated that at times other Chinese

men would come ask tbr loans from him because during the iStlO’s. it was dilticultthr

minorities to isk ut loans from financial inStitutiOns due To the discrimination againsi

minonties. He had a ledger to show such transactions being maJe at that lime.’ Mr.

Sing’s financial support to his fellow community allowed for business growth in the

Austin community, The Chinese families in Austin established restaurants. grocery

stores, and laundries. Mr. Sing’s willingness to support his community and fellow

neighbors was an important contribution to l’ravts County on two counts: 1) Building

community networks within themselves to sustain financial stability and 2) He invested

his time and resources to assist his community to contribute to the economic growth of

Travis County.



IL Overview

Joe Sing. nre.iously known as Jo lung Sheng. was horn in China in 1.860 and

came to the United Slates around 1891) to find work. Ills name was” Americanized” to

sound more familiar to western ears, thus. Jo Fung Sheng became Joe Sing.

Joe Sing first came through Boston then New Orleans and eventually settled in

Austin. lie opened Hong Lee Laundry on 311 W. 5th Street, ills business provided

laundry service to many Stale Legisiarurs and Austinires,2After settling in Ausi.in, Sing

married Francis Moreno, a Mexican American woman, who was employed as a cook fur

the first female Governor of Texas Ma Ferguson.2 Because of the law hack then,

Mareric unjustly lost her US. citizenship for marrying a Chinese man.

The couple had four children. Senovia. Joe Jr., Ruinakia, arid Margaret. Sing’5

family knew him as a quiet man who never talked about his life in China even ihuugh he

corresponded with his family in China during his time in Austin. Joe Sing died in 1927.

at the age of 67 in a hit-and-mn car accident.

Margaret Sing. second daughter of Joe Sing worked at [long Lee Laundry.

helping her dad as much as she could as a child. Eventually she got ajob working at

home Steam Laundry. She never married because she had to take care of her mother.

She resided in her home on 1705 Willow until her death in 2006. Having faced

discrimination, Joe Sing and his wife were ncver able to own property and were subjected

In reming all their lives.. liecause of this Margaret took great pride in becoming the first

homeowner in the Sthg family and especially as a single woman.2This house was built

by Axel Paulson. a carpenter at Caleasieu Lumber Company in l 9301 and shows many

unique characteristics of homes by this builder such as long leaf yellow pine lumber used



for ilooring. This company helped many famiNes afThrd homes by providing low-interest

loans through low monthly installment plain5

Following Margaret’s death, her family found a box of items in her borne that

belonged to Joe Sing. They donated the items to the Austin Histon Center and the

collection became Ihe Sing Family Papers, the first and oldest Asian American archive

acquired under the Asian American Liaison program. This collection includes valuable

research materials about early Asian Americans in Austin. including family photographs,

a certificate of residence and correspondences with other Chinese in America. [his

collection is one of the few primary sources on early Asians in Austin.

Ill. Historical/Culhiral Significance:

The Sing family has always held onto the Chinese culture that Was passed down

through oral history. documents arid pictures. This was typically done at the family borne

on a Sunday afternoon or after dinner. 1 705 Willow is the only family structure that is

left physically to connect che family to Chinese heritage. This home is also a link to the

history of earl’ Chinese in Austin. Because this history is undcr documented, it is vitally

important to preserve the structure and help uncover the history of Asian Americans in

Austin.

VI. Documentation:

lyler. Ron.. editor. The New Handbook ofiflas. Austin. 1996. p.86

2 Mary Frances Agiallo vembet 23, 2009. Digital recording. Austin History Center.
Austin Public Library. Austin. Texas.



Sing Family Papers (AR2008.002} Austin I listory Center. Austin Public ibrarv_
Austin. ‘texas.

Morrison & Fourmy’s Austin (Texas) City Directory 1930-3 1

Centennial Report. Calcasicu Lumber Cu 1M83-19%3. Austin File— Iumheryards —

Cakasieu [3610(1) 1960—1969. Austin 1Iisw) Center. Austin Public librat->’, Austin,
I exas

Jo Jung Sheng was horn in China in 1860 and came to the United States around 1890 to
find work. His name was “Americanized” to sound more familiar to western cars, thus.
Jo Fang Sheng became Joe Sing.

Joe Sing first caine through Boston then Ncs Orleans and eventually settled in Austin.
lie opened hong lee Laundry on 311 W. 5th Street. ills business provided laundry
sen ice to many State Legislators mid .Austinites. After settling in Austin. Sing married
Fnincis Moreno. a Mexican Anicricir woman. Because of the lat hack then, Moreno
unjustly lost her U.S. citieenship fur marrying a Chinese man.

The couple had four children. Senovia. Joe Jr., Run,aida. and Margaret. Sing’s family
knew him as a quiet man who never talked about his life in China even though he
corresponded ‘sub his Family in China during his time in Austin! Joe Sing died in 1927,
at the age of 67 iii a hit-and-run car accideni,

Margaret Sing worked at Hong Lee Laundry, helping her dad as much as she could as a
child. Eventually she got ajub working at Home Steam Laundry. She never married
because she had to take care of her moiher. She resided in her home on 1705 Willow
until her death in 2006.

Following Margaret Sing’s death, her famil) found a box of items in her home that
belonged to Joe Sing. They donated the items to the Austin History Center and the
collection became The Sing Family Collection, the first and oldest Asian American
archive acquired under the Asian American Liaison program. This collection includes
valuable research materials about early Astan Americans in Austin.



Tilt SING FAMILY IN AUSTIN

BORN IN CHINA AS JO rUNG SHENG IN 1860, JOE SING MMIGRATED io ti-it US, AROUND 1390 TO
FINANCIALLY SUPPORT HIS FAMILY. HE SETTLED IN AUSTIN, LIECOMING ONE OF THE rIRST CHINESE

IMMIGRANTS IN THE CITY. SING OPFNFD HONG LEE LAUNDRY ON 311 ‘N 5TH STREET, WHICH HE RAN
ALONG WITH HIS WIFE, FRANCIS MORENO), A MEXICAN-AMERICAN WOMAN WHO LOST HER US.

CITIZENSHIP f OR MARRYING A CHINESE MAN. JOE SING SUPPORTED THE AUSTIN CHINESE COMMUNITY

BY PROVIDING LOANS FOR OTHER CHINESF MEN, WHO FOUND IT DIFFICULT TO PROCURE FUNDS

OTHERWISE BECAUSE OF DISCRIMINATION. JOE AND FRANCIS HAD FOUR CHILDREN, INCLUDING

MARGARET; WHO BOUGHT THIS PROPERTY, BECOMING THE FIRST HOMEOWNER IN THE FAMILY.

(laiD)

MARKER IS PROPERTY OF THE STATE OF TEXAS
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)lusi:n :Nistüry Center

13 Stories, including the Sing Family!
The sFcjn ouc.imentaries East Austin. S:onos arc
¶be result of cr,$ahcyahons between East A.JsTin’1
i;d stucent lmrakess at the UriversftyofTos. èt
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Kenny Dorharnä Backyard

11C6L 11th St.

Time: Guadakipe: 7pm
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I )ociiniei ii a rv Serceit ing

What

When:

FREEJThcrI Elm ScreenWig

May 13, 2010

Kenny r)zmam 9pm
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Chinese Laundryman

Dies of Injurlea
p

Joe an. 67, ownec at the Ug
Lee. only (‘hi ness Jaunty In A’.

tin died Wednesday mornt about.
315 gelock at the city hcepttal fl
r€sult of mJies recened when 1w.
was struck dc’n Sandayeijht by.
an automobile whose driver sped en
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Sing, known as Hong to his
inst in Ø.tocs. n.s knocked -:
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SanIring are his widow, one son.
Joe Sing Sr.. and three A.ngbtas:
ta G W Laguaa. lse Magre

Sing and M Ru Stng. all at
Austin.
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ed monday afternoon at 3 octek
frurn the home. 31! West Pit
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Oakwood cemetee c, a Cock.
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Joe Sing Iive in Austin
in the early 20th contury
and started a launery
business on Congress
A1enue with h,s wife,
Francisca Mbreno Sing.
who cooked for Gay. Ma
Ferguson.

By Jan CastIlo
AMRFnenRs 5Th71

They couhl write chapters In history books about
people like Joe Slug, a Chinese Itniffigrant who blazed
trails in Austin around the dawn of the 20th century.
and his lay-down-the-law wife. Franclsca, who helped
him. Sing ecsod one barriar alter another-—poverty,
a strange land end language, discriminatory laws — to

succeed as businessatan.
husbsnd and fat het

But Sing apparently olso
was a modest man, and his
gritty story went with him
tohlsgnvelnisz?.Thereit
jn’nbahiy waild have stayed
had his descendants not
discovered a box years
otter his death.

“A magic box.” Terry AguaUo, Joe and Franciscas
great-granddaughter, says with hints of wonder and
gratitude.

The story of J00 Sing and Erancisca Moreno Sing is
the subject of a flurry of attention a new state his

See ROOTS, A6

L

.Iinsdl4isdencn AM[UJ St%UN

Mary Frances Aguallo shows a family photo or her grandmother. Francisca Moreno
Sing, who married Chinese irnm4grant Joe Sing, with her children. With Aguallo are
daughters Anna. loft, and Terry, who in 2007 discovered a box ot artifacts shedding
tight on their Iän’ily’s cultural history.

Roots in the attic
Forgotten itox reveals clues about Chinese
iimrngrant’s life more than a century ago

•
Watch a video of Joe
Sing’s descendants
with this story online.

•CNrsese stories [ard
to md, AR
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ROOTS: Box stirs memories.

interest in Chinese culture
Cont1nued from A!

a blurb In the newspaper ft

saId that the Austin ]itory

Center was collectIng Asian

history and was seeRuig do

nit1(ms74afl’ FranCS u2nWV

ever th.i Sing family papers,

as they are now known at the

center. The papers are a gent

the oldest and the biggest

of the Aaban collection and

among the rarest of their kind

Li the country, Chung says.

With the box caine a water

shed nidbcovctry of roots “It’s

enlightened us to grow mere

passionate islxntt the history

anti to want to learn more

about the Ch:eee cUlture,”

Anna says.
Family members ponder

‘chat part of them came frnrn

-Top and Francisca. “A strong

yrk ethic,” says Mary Fran

ces, who still works ergaifia

ing bus tours to New York anti

other cities “I ãon’t he)ieve in

retirement,’ she declares.

Flndirw the box wiped the

cobwebs off faded memorlc-.s.

When Chung explained that

Erancisca Inst her cititnn

ship fur marrying her hus

band, Mary Frances recalled

that her grandmoihei-sit’c-bcü

upon earnIng that bit of news

when she appliec.l for Nun’

me-nt benoftt. Her daughter

so Id %he had never s}uued the

story bcfore.
Raui dId the research that

led to the state historical

marker, which will go up tii

October dedication cerenin

flies a! Margaret Sing’s old

house, where lie now lives,

lie vows not ii. ;iess with

its character, That v,ouid bc

a disservice to history and

to his Aunt Margaret “Hew

IUi!ly ethnic wmtnien working

in a laundry coulti buy a home

by themselves” he mnan’els,

Ikecentiy RaW bought Chinese

va,es’and F,,okend to place in

the living room with the Vir

gens. Next, ‘me wants to apply

for a national historical ties

ignatton, and be wants to visit

Chinaone day.
Whtn sbe pullet] history

from a box in 21$)?, a wave ci

regret fell over ‘Terry, who

wished she had 1ed harder to

learn about. her great-grand

father befc;re But now, she

says. “With allot tE s, it’s like

‘1 know who you are.”

$castfloo’statesmaa.cum; 449 363%

-
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5th Street location, tragedy struck when Joe Sing was hit by a car at 5th and Lavaca Streets.
The driver was never apprehended, and Joe died of his injuries at the end of November, 1927.
Frances took over the laundry business, remaining at 311 ‘N. 5th Street until the early 1930s.
when she moved to 207 E. 7th Street. She continued to operate the laundry business, and
several of her children joined in the family enterprise. By the early 1940s, however, it appears
that the family laundry had folded, so to speak. Frances does not list an occupation in city
directories after 1939. and Margaret, the daughter who later purchased this house on Willow
Street, was employed by the Austin Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company. At the same time
that they discontinued their family laundry business, the Sings moved to a house at 603
Medina Street in East Austin. where they lived until the early 1980s. The family faced
continued prejudice from their racial backgrounds, and were never able to purchase real estate
on their own, until Margaret, in her retirement, purchased this Willow Street house. Her
brother Joe, who had gone to work as a tool manufacturer, and his wife Mauricia, moved into
this house with Margaret in the mid-1980s. Joe Sing, Jr. passed away in 1984; Margaret Sing
passed away in 2007. The Willow Street house is now owned by Margaret’s nephew, Raul
Hernandez.

PARCEL NO.: 02020708030000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 3, Block 4, Outlot 36, Division 0, Riverside Addition, minus
the northeast 6.46 triangle.

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $1.117 (owner-occupied; no participation from
AISD or ACC) city portion: 5574.

APPRAISED VALUE: S 181,198.

PRESENT USE: Residence

CONDITION: Excellent

PRESENT OWNER:
Raul Aguallo Hernandez
1705 Willow Street
Austin, Texas 78702

DATE BUILT: ca. 1930

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: Non-historic metal porch railings and posts; the metal
railings and posts were on the house when Margaret Sing purchased the house.

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Axel and Esther Paulson

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: The house has recently (October, 2010) received
a subject marker from the Texas Historical Commission relating to the Sing family, who
purchased the house in the mid- 1980s. The story of the current owner discovering a virtual
treasure trove of historical items dating from his grandfather, Joe Sing, and the lives of
Asian-Americans in Austin was the subject of a recent feature in the Austin American-
Statesman.


